Should a democratic society tolerate speech that promotes hatred or incites violence?

In a democratic society, freedom of speech is one of the six fundamental rights laid down by the
Constitution of India. This right states that all persons, regardless of their gender, caste, creed,
or sex, have the ability and power to speak their minds. However, this fundamental right is not
absolute, and one of the restrictions imposed concerns speech that promotes hatred or incites
violence. The core principles of democracy—such as equality, respect, and dignity—are violated
when hate speech becomes prominent, as it poses a threat to public safety and security.

Speech that promotes hatred or incites violence against a specific individual or community,
whether for political, social, or economic reasons, violates Article 14 of the Indian Constitution.
Article 14 guarantees the right to equality and aims to ensure that no individual or community is
discriminated against. Hate speech can instill fear and panic in those targeted, influencing public
opinion negatively and thereby violating Article 21, which protects an individual's right to live
with respect and dignity. To address these issues, the government has imposed reasonable
restrictions on freedom of speech, emphasizing that the ability to speak freely does not give
individuals the right to misuse it. Article 19 restricts freedom of speech when public order is at
risk, which is a likely consequence of hate speech and violence. Furthermore, the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (formerly the Indian Penal Code), under Section 153A, prescribes punishment
for inciting hate speech or violence.

The foundation of a democratic society lies in the tolerance of diversity, be it in the form of
language, religion, or culture. Hate speech and violence contradict the principles of democracy
by rejecting certain individuals or factions, thereby promoting isolation instead of inclusion. Such
isolation breeds mistrust in the government, casting a negative light on its ability to protect the
targeted individuals or communities. Loss of public trust undermines faith in government
institutions, leading to the potential crumbling of democratic structures.

Hate speech and violence instill fear and pose direct threats to the safety of those targeted.
These actions can lead to violent riots and protests, which may escalate into larger conflicts,
potentially requiring extreme measures like opening fire or declaring a national emergency. This
compels the government to take drastic actions, such as deploying the military, to restore
normalcy and maintain public order.

In conclusion, individuals should have the power to speak their minds only if their speech does
not endanger or threaten harm toward specific groups or individuals. Hate speech and violence
not only threaten public safety but also undermine the democratic foundations of the
government.



